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Hello Fellow Cattlemen and 
CattleWomen,

Hope everyone is doing well. 
Summer sure has arrived in a 
big way, as the weather tem-
peratures have been climbing 
up the thermometer on a daily 
basis. Florida CattleWomen’s 
commitment to promoting the 
Beef Industry has also been on 
the steady climb, as well. Florida 
CattleWomen from all over the 
state have stepped up in mighty 
ways to showcase the Beef In-
dustry from different perspec-
tives and avenues. It is very excit-
ing to be witnessing the massive 
amount of activities that has 
emerged onto the scene in the 
last 18 months. To be as success-
ful as we have been through-
out this whole Covid time, pro-
moting the Beef Industry, boils 
down to two words, “Being 
Committed.” “Being Commit-
ted” is a challenge to take on, 
let’s face it, not to many people 
now a days, put much thought 
into “Being Committed.” For 
whatever reason, many people 
move onto other things and do 
not stay around long enough to 
reap the rewards that eventually 
comes to one’s commitment to 
a task at hand. In today’s age, it 
is of utmost importance to com-
mit to this industry for the long 
haul. Making a commitment to 
be active within our counties, 
communities, and state, pro-
moting the Beef Industry, speaks 
volumes of the strength in num-

bers our association has. Let us 
all strengthen our commitment 
to this industry, our fellow mem-
bership, and most importantly 
our future in what lies ahead of 
us. 

In the last thirty days Florida 
CattleWomen has not let up on 
the gas, as our commitment to 
this industry strengthens every 
day. We continue our Firemen 
Beef Appreciation Lunches 
throughout the state of Florida. 
From Manatee, Lee, and Martin 
Counties, Florida CattleWomen 
have shown up at the station 

doors, offering a hot Beef Meal, 
a smile, and always the open-
ing line; “Let me make a plate 
for you.” The attentiveness and 
generosity we have received 
from the firemen is something 
to share. They have all made 
a run to hold the door open 
for us, take the hot cases with 
food from our hands, and have 
tripped over themselves to see 
if we needed a utensil to serve 
with, a dish cloth, or anything 
else to make our jobs easier. 
You instantly know in your heart 

Florida CattleWomen members were so honored to visit Blackbeard’s Ranch, 
Myakka, FL, as part of the Florida CattleWomen's Spring Ranch Tour Series.  
A very special thank you goes out to Jim Strickland, Julie Morris, and Brian & 
Cassidy Jones for taking your time to share the best management practices 
and environmental stewardship that is practiced on the ranch.
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that this Beef Promotion means 
everything to these young men 
and women. At every fire sta-
tion we have visited throughout 
the state there are many things 
that are common, the helpful 
and welcoming spirit, the heart-
felt thankfulness you receive for 
remembering them in the duty 
they give to the communities, 
the blessing we give before the 
meal, but the one thing that 
stands out is the genuine atten-
tion they each give us wanting 
to know what is a Florida Cattle-
Woman and how does the Beef 
Industry play a role in the state of 
Florida. Those special times are 
something that is priceless and 
cannot be obtained staying on 
the same path of the promoting 
this industry. 

Our Florida CattleWomen’s 
Spring Ranch Tour Series contin-
ues to be a highlight of Florida 
CattleWomen members and 
non-members alike. Our at-
tendance numbers keep get-
ting larger with each Ranch 
Tour. I want to take this time to 
thank again the many Florida 
Ranches that have committed 
to show CattleWomen around 
their ranch operations, answer 
the many questions ladies have 
had, and entertain them with 
every alligator sighting, because 
you know, we cannot stare 
enough at an alligator sunning 
itself. Thank you for always an-
swering the common question; 
“What is the biggest predator 
on your ranch?” To fill you in on 
that popular question, the an-
swers have varied depending 

where we were in the state, from 
coyotes, alligators, buzzards, 
and eagles, the answers have 
been all over the place. These 
Ranch Tours have been a very 
strong educational tool to our 
membership, ladies come with 
a notebook and pen in hand to 
take notes, so they can take the 
practices they learn home with 
them. This past month, Florida 
CattleWomen had the honor of 
touring Blackbeard Ranch. Jim 
Strickland, managing partner 
for Blackbeard Ranch, could 
not get over how far these la-
dies traveled from and the well 
thought out questions the ladies 
all had. These ranch tours have 
demonstrated the commitment 
Florida CattleWomen have for 
improving their own ranching 
operations.

Florida CattleWomen took 
the Ranch Tour concept, and 
extended this learning tool to 
Girl Scouts across Florida. I want 
to take this time to thank Deb-
bie Gilmore, of Gizmo Angus, 
Molino, FL, and K’leigh Griffin-
Combs, of Diamond D Ranch, 
Jacksonville, FL, for taking your 
time, talent, and passion for the 
Beef Industry, and sharing it with 
the Girl Scouts. From Miss Deb-
bie, sharing with the girls about 
her Angus Cattle, from explana-
tions of her cattle breeding pro-
gram on the ranch, to the simple 
natural wonders. For example, a 
swallow tail kite that decided 
to make her nest directly in the 
middle of a path cutting through 
the pasture to showing the girls 
what an eagle’s nest looks like 
from a distant pine tree. K’leigh 
showed the girls from the Jack-
sonville surrounding area, the 

One of the best ways to pass on 
tradition and commitment to our 
young people, is include them 
in everything you do.  Florida 
CattleWomen had a great turn 
out of young Florida CattleWomen 
at the Woman of the Year in 
Agriculture Luncheon at the Florida 
State Fair.

Duval County CattleWoman, K'leigh Griffin Combs, shares about the Beef 
Industry to the Girl Scouts of Gateway Council, at her family's ranch, Diamond 
D Ranch, Jacksonville, FL.

love that goes into caring for an 
orphan calf, teaching the girls 
the identifying brand marks on 
the left hips of the Griffin’s Family 
Cattle, to identifying the differ-
ence between poison ivy and 
poison oak. These are the types 
of things we take for granted on 
an everyday occurrence, but to 
these girls, it meant everything, 
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Manatee County CattleWomen celebrated Cinco de Mayo in a special way 
by serving a flavorful Mexican Beef Dinner to the Parrish, Manatee County 
Fire Rescue.
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(Continued from page 81)

as they committed these occur-
rences to their memories. One of 
the biggest Blessings from these 
Girl Scout Ranch Tours is witness-
ing each girl’s eyes widening 
with excitement getting to touch 
a cow, feed a cow, become 
one with the environment. May 
we continue our commitment to 
educating youth from urban ar-
eas about our way of life.

These last few months I have 
been very encouraged with two 
new County CattleWomen’s 
Associations beginning to take 
shape. The Martin County Cat-

tleWomen’s Associa-
tion and the Big Bend 
CattleWomen’s Associ-
ation, all had founda-
tion meetings this past 
May. I look forward to 
sharing with you the 
outcomes from these 
foundation meetings. 
May all commit to be 
a support to these new 
associations as they 

was made from a cow.” With ev-
ery beef jar opener, oven stick, 
to meat temperature magnet, a 
story was shared about the Beef 
Industry. Education was passed 
with explanations on safe cook-
ing temperatures and misno-
mers put to rest that; “Yes, cattle 
are safely transported by truck 
and trailer down the highway 
at a safe speed.” If you ever 
want to get a pulse on the pub-
lic perception of the Beef Indus-
try, come spend a day down at 
the Florida CattleWomen’s Beef 
Information Booth at the Florida 
State Fair. It will only take an hour 
to realize and reaffirm our com-
mitment of dispelling myths and 
speaking the truth about the 
Beef Industry. 

In closing, it was my honor to 
attend the 2020 Woman of the 
Year in Agriculture Luncheon, 
at the Florida State Fair, as we 
honored the 2020 recipient, 
Veronique Sallin. The day was 
very special as we honored a 
special lady who helped open 
doors and make improvements 
in the world of Agriculture. What 

On a beautiful Saturday morning, Florida CattleWomen, Debbie Gilmore, 
Gizmo Angus, Molino, FL, shared of your time, talent, and passion for the 
Beef Industry to the Girl Scouts of Escambia, County.  

Serving up an award winning Beef Lunch to 
Palm City, Martin County Fire Rescue.  Thank you 
Martin County CattleWoman, Stacey Jo Sabia, 
for preparing a delicious meal.

A true friend to all, Florida Cattle-
Women appreciates the support 
of Doyle E. Carlton III, Florida State 
Authority Board Member, during the 
Florida State Fair.

take root and commit to foster-
ing the well being of the Beef 
Industry. 

Florida CattleWomen had 
a very strong presence at the 
2021 Florida State Fair, as we 
promoted the Beef Industry at 
the Florida CattleWomen’s Beef 
Information Booth, sharing with 
the public the many examples 
of Beef By-Products. For twelve 
days, Florida CattleWomen 
shared that crayons, chewing 
gum, and lotion, are Beef By-
Products to the bewildered fair 
goer. The common reaction 
was; “I did not know shampoo 
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stood out to me the most, was 
watching young Florida Cattle-
Women members, take in all the 
tradition and commitment of 
honoring women who laid the 
groundwork for them, as they 
begin their own life choices and 
careers. If we want our youth to 
carry on the values and tradi-
tions of this industry we must in-
clude them in these special oc-
casions, establish a one on one 
relationship with them, and most 
of all, commit to being part of 
their lives. 

“Commitment is what trans-
forms a promise into reality.”

~Abraham Lincoln        

Blessings,
Casie Holloway

Florida CattleWomen

Hope to see
 you all at 

Marco Island!

❒
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Florida CattleWomen came from all over the state of Florida 
to congratulate the 2020 Woman of the Year in Agriculture, 
Veronique Sallin.

On a beautiful May afternoon, the Lee County 
CattleWomen served a delicious Brisket Lunch to 
the Fort Myers Shores Fire Department.

The Florida CattleWomen's Associa-
tion was very proud to present the 
2021 Jan Barthle-Dillard Scholarship 
to Gilchrist County CattleWoman, 
Charlee Hines.  

Madison County CattleWomen, 
coming together to prepare a 
home cooked meal for the Madison 
County Cattlemen's Meeting.  

Florida CattleWomen were out in force promoting the Beef Industry at the 2021 Florida State Fair.


